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DESI 

IN 

SOUTH INDIAN LANGUAGES 
AND LITERATURE 



The DESI element in South Indian Literature 
does not seem to have attracted the attention of 
Scholars, even as much as the DESI element in 
those languages. Scholars like Dr. Caldwell and 
Kittel etc, have tried to collect, and to point out 
the characteristic features of this element in the 
vocabularies of the South Indian languages* 
Prakrit Grammarians like Hemachandra have 
collected the DESI element found in the Prakrits 
in works like "Desinamamala" of which a goo 
number of words have also been identified with 
the Dravidian. 

It cannot be denied that there was an under- 
current of Non-Aryan thought and Ian. ua^e in the 
country especially in South India, w lie after a 
time got inextricably mixed up with the Aryan to 
the advantage of both. Yet DESI in language is 
sometimes identified with "Tadbhava", Simi- 
larly Sanskrit Lakshanikas have endeavoured to 



IV 

interpret the DESI in literature in terms of the 
"Marga" method, which having been espoused 
by the Sanskritists, gained an upper hand and only 
served to undermine the original DESI; yet this 
survived as an under-current in the lower starta of 
society. With the advent of foreign domination 
and consequent change in the outlook on life and 
customs, the hold on DESI is gradually be ing lost. 
It is time that we study and preserve what is yet 
left. 

An attempt is here made to deal with the 
various aspects of DESI with a view to get at the 
common literary and prosodial tradition, under- 
lying the development of the indigenous forms of 
Literature in South India. If this can rouse any 
interest in a comparative study of the Dravidian 
rosody and of forms of indigenous Literature of 
India the object of this work is fulfilled. 
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= to be cool, coolness. 
; S. &^ = a pool of deep water. 
&*". a town, village. 
cf. (1&. to 

^f to speak. 

; ^- ^ = silk, cotton. 
=-= son. 
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